180                          STUDIES  IN  A MOSQUE.

countrymen. " Lift up thine eyes to the heavens :
dost thou see any flaw therein ? Nay, lift up thine
eyes again : thy sight returneth dim and dazed." "We
find little else than this appeal to the witness of
nature in the first group of Mekkan orations. The
Prophet was in too exalted a state during these early
years to stoop to argument; he rather seeks to dazzle
the sense with brilliant images of God's workings in
creation : " Verily in the creation of the heavens and
the earth are signs to you if ye would understand."
His sentences have a rhythmical ring, though they
are not in true metre. The lines are very short, yet
with a musical fall; and the meaning is often but
half expressed. The Prophet seems impatiently to
stop, as if he despaired of explaining himself: one
feels the speaker has essayed a thing beyond words,
and has suddenly discovered the impotence of lan-
guage, and broken off with the sentence unfinished.
The style is throughout fiery and impassioned. The
words are those of a man whose whole heart is bent
on convincing, and they carry with them even now the
impression of the burning vehemence with which they
were originally hurled forth. These earliest speeches
are generally short. They are pitched too high to be
long maintained at their original level. We feel we
have here to do with a poet, as well as a preacher, and
that his poetry costs him too much to be spun out.

The simple creed of this early stage of Islam is set
forth in many of these short speeches. Complicated
dogma is nowhere to be found in the Koran, but its
teaching is never more plain and simple than in such